














  

Responses to submissions on the proposed 
combined heavy/light vehicle rest area at Yelgun 

The RTA proposes to construct and operate a combined heavy vehicle/light vehicle rest area 
(the proposed facility) at Yelgun. An REF was finalised by Acacia Environmental Planning in 
November 2004. The REF describes the proposed activity and assesses it likely impacts on 
the environment. It also identifies safeguards that would be implemented to minimise or 
avoid adverse impacts. 

The REF was exhibited from 23 November to 22 December 2004. The REF was displayed at 
several places during this time: Ocean Shores, Billinudgel, Byron Bay, Mullumbimby, 
Murwillumbah and Brunswick Heads. The REF was also displayed at the Ocean Shores 
Shopping Centre and was staffed for one day by RTA representatives on 25 November 2004. 
The REF has been available for viewing or downloading on the RTA web site since 23 
November 2004. The RTA placed public notices of the REF’s exhibition in the Northern Star 
on 22 and 27 November, the Bryon Shire Echo on 23 and 30 November and 7 December, 
and the Byron Shire News on 24 November and 1 December. 

The RTA received 34 submissions from individuals, community groups and a company. 
Responses have been prepared to these issues and are presented in the attached Word 
document. New commitments arising from consideration of the submissions are 
summarised below. The RTA will consider these issues and responses in its Decision 
Report. 

Issue Response (new commitment) 

Mixing heavy and light vehicle two-
way traffic at Yelgun Interchange 
and existing Pac Hwy. 

The RTA has reviewed alternative access arrangements to separate these two types of 
traffic and would undertake further reviews of alternative access arrangements during 
the detailed design phase of the proposed facility. Subject to alternative access 
arrangements being practical, suitable and cost effective, the RTA will modify the 
access to the rest area to separate traffic accessing the rest area from traffic on the 
Service Road. 

Potential pollution in Billinudgel 
Nature Reserve or State 
Environmental Planning Policy No 14 
Coastal Wetland No 57. 

During the detailed design phase for the proposed facility, the RTA would investigate 
options to contain spills, including a downstream storage basin with a lockable outlet. If 
spills occurred, then the basin outlet could be locked by emergency services and any 
spills or pollutants could be removed from the storage basin. 

Potential light pollution Lights [at the rest area] would be shielded to avoid such spill. Other than the RTA-
owned former Jagwen residence (which would be protected from light spill by 
landscaping on the cut batter and benches), there are no known residences in direct 
line of sight to the lights that would be installed at the entry and exit of the proposed 
facility. 

Community consultation The RTA would notify nearby residents during construction of the rest area to make 
them aware of the proposed facility and to provide regular progress updates on its 
construction. 

Road safety In addition, the RTA would conduct road safety audits during the detailed design and 
after construction to verify the suitability of the rest area. 

Maintenance of water quality The RTA would consider the need for a trash rack during the detailed design of the 
stormwater drainage system. 

Road safety The increase in heavy vehicle traffic would occur entirely between the Yelgun 
Interchange and the entry to the rest area because this is the most direct route to the 
rest area (and would be signposted to make this clear). 
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